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TO: Human Service Zones
Division of Juvenile Services
Tribal Social Services
Field Service Specialists

FROM: Kelsey Bless, Permanency Administrator
SUBJECT: Financial Responsibility

PROGRAMS: Custodial Agency Financial Responsibility 623-05-15-30
: e e . L it 623-05-15-30-05
ReimbursementbyCounty-623-05-20-10

RETENTION: Until Manualized

EFFECTIVE: Immediately

Children and Family Services (CFS) reviewed the current maintenance
payment policy and many references to financial county are outdated
since the inception of law changes and budgetary revisions. In the past
year, CFS has consulted with Zone Directors, Division of Juvenile
Services, Tribes and NDDHS Executive office to update the 623-05
maintenance chapter to accommodate revisions. This policy issuance will
remove two sections and maintain one section pertinent to the custodial
agencies financially responsibility of the foster child.

If you have questions, feel free to contact Kelsey Bless, kmbless@nd.gov
or 701-328-3581.
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Custodial Agency Financial Responsibility ferFoester-Care
Payment-623-05-15-30

The custodial agency is financially responsible to meet the needs of the
foster child throughout the life of the foster care episode. Custodial agencies
must submit required payment related documentation to Children and
Family Services Foster Care and Sub-Adopt Eligibility Unit (CFS Eligibility
Unit) when seeking foster care reimbursement for licensed providers.
Custodial agencies must assist in securing necessary resources for
unlicensed caregivers.

Human Service Zone:

The Human Service Zone is responsible for planning and management of
financial expenditures for all children under their custody. All eligible
payments to a licensed provider, on behalf of a foster child, are reviewed
and authorized by the CFS Eligibility Unit. Any costs associated with a foster
child that are ineligible for reimbursement by the CFS Eligibility Unit are the
responsibility of the Zone.

Tribal Title IV-E:

The Tribal social service agencies are responsible for planning and
management of financial expenditures for all children under their custody.
Eligible payments may be reimbursed by the department based on a signed
Title IV-E agreement. If the foster child is not Title IV-E eligible, all financial
responsibility remains with the Tribe. If the child is Title IV-E eligible, the




CFS Eliqgibility Unit will review and authorize all eligible payments to
providers. Any costs associated with a foster child that are ineligible for
reimbursement by the CFS Eligibility Unit are the responsibility of the Tribe.

Tribal Transfer Cases:

The transfer of jurisdiction from a Human Service Zone to a Tribe will also
result in the immediate transfer of financial responsibility. Expenses not
reimbursed at the time of transfer will be the financial responsibility of the
custodial agency at the time the expense was incurred.

1. A child initially determined IV-E eligible under Zone custody will remain
eligible for federal Title IV-E reimbursement upon custody transfer to
the Tribe. The CFS Eligibility Unit will continue to authorize eligible
payments.

2. A child not initially determined Title IV-E eligible under Zone custody
will remain ineligible for IV-E reimbursement for the entire foster care
episode. All financial responsibility for the child will transfer solely to
the Tribe (638 case).

Division of Juvenile Services (DJS): The Division of Juvenile Services is
responsible for planning and management of financial expenditures for all
children under their custody. Eligible payments may be reimbursed by the
department based on a signed Title IV-E agreement. All eligible payments to
a licensed provider, on behalf of a foster child, are reviewed and authorized
by the CFS Eligibility Unit. Any costs associated with a foster child that are
ineligible for reimbursement by the CFS Eligibility Unit are the responsibility
of the DJS.

DJS/Zone Transfer Cases:

The transfer of custody from one agency (Human Service Zone or DJS) to
the other agency (Human Service Zone or DJ]S), will also result in the
immediate transfer of financial responsibility. Expenses not reimbursed at
the time of transfer will be the financial responsibility of the custodial agency
at the time the expense was incurred. A child’s eligibility determination will
remain as initially determined and the CFS Eligibility Unit will continue to
authorize eligible payments. After transfer, any costs associated with a
foster child that are ineligible for reimbursement by the CFS Eligibility Unit
are the responsibility of the custodial agency.
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